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263 a UNITED STATES ENVlRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION VU 

-b 999 18th  STREET - SUITE 500 
DENVER, COLORADO 8 02 02 - 2406 

Ref:. 8HWM-SR 
SEP 2 2 1989 

Mr. Dee J. Williamson 
Monticel lo  Project Manager 
Cepartment of Energy 
G r a d  -Junction Projects O f  f l c e  
Post  Off i ce  Box 2567 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81502-2567 

Date: / O  - 3 - 8 9  

cc: T. Carlson 
F T.. P 7ess inger a 
R .  Sanders 
I. Stewart 
V .  Tonc 
J.  Uhler 

from Brian Mathis 

Re: A p p l i c a b i l i t y  of R C R A  
t o  the Montlcello V i c i n i t y  
Froperties 

Eear M r .  Williamson: 

T h e  Environmental Fro tec t ion  Agency (EPA), a f t e r  
consu3t.at . lon with the  S t a t e  of Utah,  h a s  concluded t h a t  R C R A  i s  
nelther applicable nor re levant  and appropriate t o  t h e  cleanup of 
t h e  Monticello V i c i n i t y  Froperties. 

CFR 261.4(b)(7) and ( 2 )  t h e  Uranium M i l l  T a i l i n g s  Radiation 
CoriLrol Act  ( U M T R C A )  4 0  CFR P a r t  1 9 2 ,  Subpart A-C.  

This determinaticn is based on two regulations: ( 1 )  RCRA 4 0  

( 1  1 RCRA 40 CFR ?61.4(b)(7) exempts r a d i c a c t i v e  waste 
inater ia ls  from r e q u l a t i o n  under RCRA. Thus, the only 
determination is whether RCRA r n i a h t  be "relevant and appropriate ' '  
a t  the Monticello Vicinity F r o F e r t i e s .  EPA has determined t h a t  
t . h e  requirements of UMTRCA isore adequate ly  address t h e  situation 
a t  t h e  V i c i n i t y  Froperties t h a n  RCRA, f o r  t h e .  reasons stated i n  
your l e t t e r  of J u l y  2 1 ,  1989 .  

( 2 )  UMTRCA 4 0  CFR Par t .  192, Subparts A-C e s t a b l i s h  the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  tschi;ical s t a n d a r d s  for t h e  cleanup and disposal of 
uranilirn. mill t r i i  lings a t  inar f . iUb ~ ~ b t e ~ s i n ~ ~  sites and re latQd 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  by statut.e can only a p p l y  t o  c e r t a i n  designated 
sites'; hcwever, UMTRCA is r e l e v a n t  and appropriate t o  the 
Monticello s i t e .  ~ 

p r c p e r t i e s .  These r e g u l a t i o n s  a re  not applicable, since 
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I f  you have any questions regarding this determination, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Hs. Vera  Horitz a t  FTS 564-lS36. 

Sincerely, / 

Robert L. O&ey, Director 
Hatardoua Haate Management Division 

c c .  Brent Bradford,  Utah Department of Health 


